Digital Audio Editing EAMT 203/2 Section 01
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Ian Chuprun ianc@alcor.concordia.ca

EAMT 203 Assignment 2

This is a short-term production assignment that focuses on:

Part A - Finding appropriate material to use to create a short piece.

Part B - developing documentation and tracking skills.

The aim of the assignment is to develop selection/editing, processing and mixing skills,

while keeping track of the choices and actions undertaken while developing the project

and working under a tight production schedule. Students are to use only the sounds

found on the data CDs, on reserve at the IITS (Loyola) desk opposite the MacLab. This

assignment is not about recording techniques, nor are students permitted to use their

own recordings. This assignment is due November 17, 2003.

The stereo files found on the 3 assignment CDs are from a copyright-free sound library.

They are diverse enough to offer a large enough spectrum of sounds (identifiable on

the CD cover) to make this assignment interesting, but they are in a 'raw' state (they

have not undergone any editing) and there are many of them to choose from.

For Part A, students are to:

1. Borrow the EAMT Assig. 2 CDs from IITS.

2. Transfer the files to the scratch disk on a computer in the MacLab.

3. Listen to all of the raw files, noting the ones 'preferred'.

4. Once all of the files have been heard, re-listen to the ones marked 'preferred'.

5. Back up the selected raw files to a CD, Zip disk or the CDA server.

6. Edit the raw files so that only the desired sounds in the sound file are retained. Once

finished, the soundfiles should then be considered 'refined' soundfiles.

7. Process the refined soundfiles to develop families of sounds. For processing, any of

the software applications in the MacLab may be used, and students are encouraged

to explore the possibilities presented.

8. Once a major portion of the processing stage has been finished, start adding the

soundfiles to a mixing environment.

9. Mix, process, re-mix, edit, process and re-mix as desired.

The final audio 'piece' should be between 45 seconds and 2 minutes in duration, and

should be handed in on audio CD, with Part B handed in by email or on paper, by

November 17, 2002.

For Part B, students are to document the entire process by writing down all of the steps

taken while preparing the raw soundfiles, processing the refined soundfiles and mixing

the entire piece. Notes and comments regarding preference of sounds over other

sounds need to be taken as well as success and difficulties with the hardware and

applications. Part B should take the form of a journal.
