Concordia Electroacoustic Studies Student Association Constitution

Article I – Name

1.1.
The association shall be named Concordia Electroacoustic Studies Student Association, hereafter referred to as CESSA. 

Article II – Objectives:

2.1.    To promote and advocate activity and awareness in matters electroacoustic through presentation, promotion, preservation, and communication, with particular concerns being health, environmental, and social issues pertaining to sound through electroacoustic and related forms of media. CESSA expresses support of women and minorities, and equality of French and English.

Article III – Membership

3.1.
All students of the Concordia Music Department shall be granted CESSA membership. 

3.2.
Membership is also open to all members of the CSU outside the Concordia Music Department, and shall be commenced after signing the membership form and/or joining the CESSA listserv.

3.3.
Honorary membership may be granted to individuals outside of CSU by decision of the board of directors.

3.4.
CESSA emphasizes freedom from discrimination, including that of race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, and of those unmentioned. 

Article IV – Membership Rights and Responsibilities

4.1. 
CESSA members have the right to vote in an annual election of the Board of  

Directors.

4.2.  
Members shall have the right to run as candidates in the annual election of the 

Board.

4.3.  
Members shall be responsible for attending general meetings and/or participating     

on the CESSA listserv.

4.4.
Members are responsible to abide by this constitution.

Article V – Board of Directors

5.1 – Chair of Board

5.1.a.
The Chair shall hold the position of official representative and spokesperson of CESSA.

5.1.b.
The Chair is responsible for overseeing the CESSA meetings. This entails preparing an agenda for each meeting.

5.2 – Director of Finances

5.2.a.
The Director of Finances shall act as a signing officer along with the Secretary of Communications of CESSA.

5.2.b.
The Director of Finances is responsible for reporting CESSA’s financial status to the membership when needed.

5.2.c.
The Director of Finances shall act as head of fundraising projects.

5.3 – Secretary of Communications

5.3.a.
The Secretary of Communications is responsible for taking minutes at meetings. This also entails keeping a running archive of the CESSA listserv.

5.3.b.
The Secretary of Communications is responsible for updating and maintaining the CESSA website.

5.4 – Director of External Affairs

5.4.a.
The Secretary of External Affairs is responsible for communication with members outside of the Concordia Music Department.

Article VI:  Committees

6.1 – Technical Services Committee

6.1.a.
The Technical Services Committee shall be enacted and held responsible for the preparation for CESSA activities and events.

6.1.b.
A Technical Services Committee Leader shall be appointed by the board of directors, and shall serve as a non-voting representative to the board.

6.2 – Elections Committee

6.2.a.
The Elections Committee shall bear responsibility for collecting election nominations during election period, as well as looking after electoral matters. 

6.2.b.
An Elections Committee Leader shall be appointed by the board of directors, and shall serve as a non-voting representative to the board.

Article VII:  General Meetings

7.1.
A General meeting will be held once a year during election period. Additional general meetings may be held as needed. Members will be notified in writing at least one week in advance of said meetings.

7.2
The listserv shall operate as an informational source for CESSA members to communicate.

Article VIII: Elections

8.1
Elections shall take place once a year during a general meeting toward the conclusion of the spring term.

8.2 
The elections date shall be announced at least one-month prior to said elections, and the Elections Committee shall then be in operation. 

Article IX:  Finances

9.1
The Director of Finances and the Secretary of Communications shall operate as the co-signing officers for financial matters.

Article X: Impeachment and Replacement Procedures

10.1
In the case that a board director must be replaced before the end of term, the 

board shall appoint a replacement until elections are called. Until this position is satisfied, the CESSA Chair or delagate shall fill the vacant position. 

Article XI: Amendments

11.1
Any member of CESSA may suggest a new amendment or change to the CESSA Constitution. An amendment suggestion shall take place on the listserv or at a general meeting, and only be considered if a second motion follows. The suggestion shall be brought to the board for a general consensus vote.

Article XII: Disputes and Appeals

12.1
CESSA respects all CSU by-laws, Regulations, and Policies.

12.2
The CSU Judicial Board shall settle all disputes and appeals.

Note: 
Until first elections are called, legal and founding members will remain in position

