THE RAYMOND SCOTT CENTENNIAL TRIBUTE CONCERT

Project Description

    The event will take place on March 12th at the Oscar Peterson concert hall (confirmed) and will focus on interpretations of the jazz and electronic compositions of the eccentric bandleader, composer and inventor Raymond Scott.

Raymond Scott achieved fame in the 30’s selling millions of 78 records with his six-man “quintette”. His catalogue was later purchased by Warner Brothers and used for Looney Tunes cartoons, subversively introducing his music to a new generation. In the 40’s Scott was CBS television bandleader and led his own orchestra, but increasingly focused his creative energy on electronic design and composition. He invested his fortune into a massive basement workshop and studio where he built early synthesizers and sequencers and composed music for jingles and soundtracks. These recordings, along with a series called “Soothing sounds for baby” (originally marketed as infant sleeping aids) have been re-released recently and are revealing Scott as one of the great innovators of music concrete and early ambient electronic music.

   This combination of genres inspired the concept of a tribute featuring the jazz and electro-acoustic departments; however, as I discovered Scott’s contributions to film, musical theatre, dance and classical music, I began to envision a larger event involving students from across Fine Arts. The concert will last approximately 2 ½ hours and will involve a special lighting system to isolate various sections of the stage, projections of film footage/quotes/images during and between pieces, theatre/dance accompaniment, and a lobby installation based on Scott’s inventions. We intend to recreate the era with vintage costumes, props, and a 1930’s drum kit for the quintette and dance orchestra. I will be handling charts and rehearsals for the jazz material, while Dave and Ian will manage electronic music lineup.

    The project has enthusiastic support from Kathleen Perry, chair of music, Mark Corwin, professor of electro-acoustic studies, and Irwin Chusid, who oversees Scott’s music, releases and events. I recently traveled to New Jersey to meet Mr. Chusid, and acquired many quintette and orchestra charts (paid for by the music department), along with articles and clippings to assist in my research. Chusid has expressed interest in visiting for a presentation (including rare footage and music), which we plan to host at downtown campus on March 11th, in order to draw attention to the Loyola event the following day. Because of Scott’s large cult following we hope to attract a sizable crowd to the concert. With centennial events taking place around the world, this project will give Concordia Fine Arts great exposure, both internationally and within the Montreal community, and will provide a rare opportunity for students of different disciplines to work side by side. For me and the rest of the team, who have all participated in various levels of event planning, it will be an opportunity to push the limits of student production, and further develop the organizational skills necessary to promote oneself as an artist in today’s multimedia environment. 

For more on Raymond Scott:

http://raymondscott.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbR6YZs8hqs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtxkgrKWkd4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GN23Q4wgJ6w
