DIGITAL MUSICS 4 RECORDING PROJECT ASSESSMENT

NAME:

	
	Criteria
	Grade

	
	
	F
	P
	C
	D
	HD

	
	Report 40%

	
	Concept
	No conceptual framework.
	Some concept articulated.
	Concept informs composition.
	Work draws from a range of ideas which are clearly revealed and developed through structure and content.
	Work draws from a range of ideas which are extended in innovative ways. The work advances or redefines existing paradigms.

	
	Clarity
	Ideas not presented clearly, poor English usage.
	Some grammatical and spelling errors.
	Concept articulated clearly.
	Good use of language, ideas presented clearly and concisely.
	Written work shows compelling and engaging arguments, structure supports discussion.

	
	References / Research
	No evidence of reading or listening.
	Inconsistent referencing, citation or bibliographic style. 

Few sources cited.
	Good range of text and musical sources show evidence of research.
	Extensive and relevant bibliography and discography, references used to support concept and discussion.
	Research integrates previously unrelated areas of knowledge or extends practice in interesting and novel ways.

	
	Diagrams / Score / Structural Presentation
	None presented.
	Unclear, limited or incorrect schematics or scores.
	Good system diagrams and score.
	System schematics comprehensive and detailed, score provides good performance instruction or analysis.
	Innovative graphical presentation that clarifies concepts and develops new documentation methodologies.

	
	References to media & files
	No reference to media.
	Media contents clearly indicated.
	Media contents indicated and relevance explained.
	Specific aspects of media, processes and materials discussed as relevant to concept and implementation.
	Analysis supported by reference to materials. References accurate, detailed and easily located.


	
	Project Plan 5%

	
	Resources
	None indicated
	Basic human and material resources indicated.
	Project effectively managed through identification and organization of resources.
	Comprehensive resource identification, project staged and managed efficiently.


	Project extended by configuring resources in innovative ways.

	
	Milestones
	None identified.
	Basic production milestones identified. 
	Project structured by consistent target setting.
	Targets consistently achieved and monitored.
	Project stages reflect creative outcomes or identify novel production strategies.

	
	Achievable / Realistic
	No planning
	Simple plan easily achieved.
	Plan regularly revised to achieve progress.
	Planning allows contingency.
	Planning extends what would normally be considered possible with available resources.

	
	Media and Presentation 5%

	
	Indexing and Naming
	Media not clearly named or labeled.
	Effective media identification: name, number, unit, project title
	Comprehensive content listing, good file naming and folder structure
	Only relevant files presented, clearly named and organized, comprehensive labeling.
	Excellent presentation including detailed sleeve notes. 

	
	Quantity and Quality
	Media and or files missing cover sheets missing.
	Limited material, poorly presented.
	Good range of well-produced materials presented.
	High quality materials and presentation.
	Extensive and high quality materials presented.

	
	General 20%

	
	Demonstrates application of taught techniques
	Fails to engage with unit content.
	Applies basic techniques.
	Applies a good range of production techniques.
	Extensive techniques effectively applied to enhance materials.
	Extends or integrates techniques to create new musical outcomes.

	
	Demonstrates learning objectives
	Does not demonstrate learning objectives.
	Demonstrates basic application of some objectives.
	Demonstrates application of most objectives.
	Demonstrates thorough application of all relevant objectives
	Advanced application of all objectives.

	
	Process and experimentation
	Little or no development of ideas.
	Satisfactory work.
	Concepts and techniques explored and developed.
	Wide range of techniques explored, concepts modified or reassessed in response to experimental results.
	Novel concepts identified and tested in production process, new insights discovered and integrated successfully into work.

	
	Commitment and work
	Little progress over semester.
	Regular activity throughout semester.
	Good level of commitment demonstrated through practical and conceptual development.
	High level of intellectual and practical engagement.
	Work shows an intense level of engagement in developing outstanding results.


	
	Recording Critique 30%

	
	Technical Quality
	Lack of understanding of technical criteria or techniques.
	Some evidence of unwanted noise and distortion or artifacts.
	Good S/N ratio and dynamic range. Good original recordings.
	High production standards maintained throughout recording and mixing process.
	Professional quality product.

	
	Balance
	Unintelligible sound material.
	Some elements obscured or inaudible.
	Musically appropriate balance of all elements.
	Performances enhanced by effective level balance throughout. 
	Superior musical balance enhanced by creative and subtle dynamic automation.

	
	Spectrum
	Some timbres unidentifiable due to spectral imbalance.
	Fair representation of instrument timbres. Good overall spectral balance.
	Good original recordings. Good overall timbral balance.
	Orchestration modified to achieve desired balance or effective timbre modification to achieve separation, clarity and overall balance.
	Professional quality product.

	
	Dynamics
	Limited or excessive dynamic range.
	Fair representation of instrument dynamics. Some elements obscured or musically inappropriate variation in dynamics.
	Good balance between audibility of elements, loudness, and musically appropriate dynamic range. Dynamics used to support musical structure.
	Thorough approach to management of musical dynamics including, where appropriate, reshaping of instrument timbres through dynamic modification.
	Outstanding and engaging use of dynamic s. Dynamics add to musical content and direct listener’s perceptual focus throughout composition.

	
	Supports Musical Intent
	Musical intent obscured by recording.
	Basic documentation of musical ideas.
	Idiomatic use of effects to enhance musical material.
	Creative and interesting signal processing or editing used to transform musical material, or minimal approaches used with careful selection, execution and sensitivity.
	Advanced or novel studio techniques develop musical structures or ideas.
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