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The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra and Ircam – the world’s leading centre for composition, teaching
and research in electronic and computer music – are collaborating to host the UK’s first Ircam academy of
new music, offering an exciting learning opportunity for composers and performers. This week-long festival
is led by Jonathan Harvey, the orchestra’s distinguished Composer in Association and a team of Ircam experts.
Alongside Ircam’s workshops, which are focused on composition and interpretation, the BBC SSO with its
renowned Chief Conductor, Ilan Volkov, are joined by guest ensembles to present a fascinating series of
concerts exploring the incredible richness of the sound-worlds that new technology and traditional instruments
can produce together.
 
Based in the BBC SSO’s home at Glasgow’s City Halls, with its superb concert hall and well-equipped teaching
rooms, this festival of cutting-edge new music brings together the famed Paris research centre, some of
Scotland’s and France’s finest musicians, the BBC SSO, and several major educational institutions for a unique
event that offers unparalleled opportunities for experiencing new concepts in sound and music.

WORKSHOPS
Pierre Boulez founded Ircam (Institut de
Recherche et Coordination Acoustique/
Musique) 30 years ago as a major centre for
teaching and research in electro-acoustic music.
Over the years many of the world’s leading
composers, including the BBC SSO’s Composer
in Association Jonathan Harvey, have gone
there to work with the latest technology in
order to research and develop their work.
Now Harvey and an Ircam team from Paris
are bringing their vast experience and expertise
to Scotland with week-long courses for
advanced composers and performers. Places
are also available for those who would prefer
to observe (non-active participants).

Applications are invited for the following
workshops:

COMPUTER MUSIC WORKSHOP
The aim of the Computer Music Composition
Workshop is to give participant composers
keys to understanding the data-processing tools
used in composing music using electronics.
Practical working sessions will concentrate on
the data-processing environment used in pieces
by the guest composers and by Jonathan
Harvey, and will also examine works to be
played during the Interpretation Workshops.
 

Three areas will be especially targeted:

Computer assisted composition with
Open Music (2 days)

• Proportional and metric representation of 
musical structures

• Introduction to aleatoric techniques

• Musical formalisation

Real-time interaction with Max/MSP (2 days)

• Max/MSP introduction

• The concert patch

• Score following

Sounds analysis/synthesis with AudioSculpt
(1 day)

• Spectral analysis

• Filter treatments

• Analysis data export to Open Music

SOLO PERFORMERS’
INTERPRETATION WORKSHOP
Trumpet: Laurent Bomont
Clarinet: Alain Billard
 
These workshops are intended for performers
of a professional standard who wish to develop
their skills in the interpretation of contemporary
music using electronics.
 

The performer participants in each workshop
will work in depth on two pieces with the guest
soloists and with Ircam’s musical assistants.
Performers are expected to have prepared
their assigned works before the beginning of
the course:

The workshops for trumpet and clarinet will
be led by two distinguished French soloists and
long-time Ircam collaborators, again with the
assistance of the Ircam team.

Participants will choose and prepare two pieces
from one of the following lists:

Trumpet
Jonathan Harvey Ricercare (Faber Music)

Yan Maresz Metallics (Editions Durand)

Geoffrey Drouin Crispy Rain*

Paul Mefano Speed*

Clarinet
Pierre Boulez Dialogue de I’ombre double
(Universal Edition)

Steve Reich New York Counterpoint
(Boosey & Hawkes)

Raphael Cendo Decombres*

Yann Robin Art of Metal 2*

Martin Matalon Traces V (Gerard Billaudot)

Luis Naon Deux caprices pour clarinette*
 
 

Following the application deadline (31 December) active participants selected will be informed in mid-January 2008. Places for active participants
in the workshops will be limited, so early application is advised. Places for observers (non-active participants) are also available.

*These pieces are unpublished. Active participants who are selected will be sent copies of these scores following the selection and asked to inform us of
their choice by mid-February. Published scores will not be sent.



CONCERTS
During the week the BBC Scottish Symphony
Orchestra will be joined by France’s renowned
Diotima Quartet and by the Scottish Ensemble
for concerts that highlight the extraordinary
possibilities of electro-acoustic composition,
featuring orchestral and ensemble music by
Jonathan Harvey, Unsuk Chin, Iannis Xenakis,
Yan Maresz and others. These public concerts
will take place in the historic Grand Hall space
within Glasgow’s City Halls on both Thursday
10 April and Saturday 12 April.  There will also
be recitals associated with the workshops. Full
details of the complete timetable will be
published in the brochure available early 2008.

WORKSHOP FEES
Computer Music Composition Workshop
Active Participant: £120.00 (GBP)*

Non-active Participant: £80.00 (GBP)*

Solo Performers Interpretation Workshops
Active Participant: £120.00 (GBP)*

Non-active Participant: £80.00 (GBP)*

*Booking fee for debit/credit card may be applicable.

Payment details will be sent on receipt of
application.

ACCOMMODATION
Workshop participants are expected to arrange
their own accommodation, however, it is
advisable to book well in advance, as city centre
rooms can be difficult to find at short notice.
Participants accepted for the workshops will
be sent a list of accommodation that is
conveniently located for the City Halls, with
room rates and contact details.
 
 
 
 
 
 

BBC SCOTTISH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra is one
of the great success stories of British music.
Regarded as one of the UK's finest orchestras
and one of Britain's most versatile ensembles,
the orchestra has a huge repertoire ranging
from the most complex modern scores to the
great classics, from music by Scottish composers
to film scores and music for Television.

The orchestra is especially active in commissioning
and promoting new music, having worked with
many leading composers over the years from
Britten and Shostakovich to Kurtág and Tan Dun,
and it is especially proud of its support for
Scottish composers.

The orchestra is also increasingly involved in the
community, with an innovative and far reaching
learning programme, dedicated to bringing the
inspiration of great music to people of all ages
and backgrounds, from infants to postgraduate
composers.

At the beginning of January 2006 the BBC SSO
moved from Broadcasting House, Glasgow - its
base for nearly 70 years - to the fully refurbished
City Halls at Candleriggs, which is now the
orchestra's permanent home, administrative,
performance and recording base.

Famed for its fine acoustic, City Halls is now a
major centre for music performance and
education.

The Royal Philharmonic Society presented the
BBC SSO with its orchestral award in 2002, and
its Chief Conductor, Ilan Volkov with the prize
for Best Young Artist in 2004.

IRCAM

Ircam (Institut de Recherche et Coordination
Acoustique/Musique), an institute under the
aegis of the Centre Pompidou, is a centre for
musical creation and multi-disciplinary research
in the fields of information technology and
acoustics. These are applied to composition such
as sound synthesis and processing, interactive
environments, computer assisted composition,
instrumental acoustics, room-acoustics and
spatialization, and sound databases.

Ircam also continues to develop software
programs created through the research carried
out in its labs. A large international musical
community, the Ircam Forum ensures the
widespread use of these programs. Helping to
share the research carried out in its labs and
the circulation of the works created in its studios,
the institute offers a wide range of training
programmes, educational activities, and meetings
intended for music professionals, academics and
students. Each year, Ircam welcomes composers
who work in close collaboration with research
teams to create new works using the most up-
to-date developments in music technology.
 

PARTNERS

The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra gratefully
acknowledges the following partner organisations,
whose participation enables this event to take
place:

BBC Radio 3

BBC Scotland

Ircam (Gilbert Nouno, Gregoire Lorieux,
Hendrik Manook, Jean Lochard, Mikhail Matt)

ecat

Royal Scottish Academy of Music
and Drama

University of Aberdeen

University of Edinburgh

University of Glasgow

University of Strathclyde

Scottish Ensemble

SPNM

Glasgow’s Concert Halls 



APPLICATION FORM

Date: Signature:*

Active Participants

I wish to apply as an active participant in the following workshop (please select one)

Computer Music Composition Workshops

Solo Performance, Interpretation Workshops (please select one)

Trumpet (Laurent Bomont)

Clarinet (Alain Billard)

Non-active Participants

I wish to apply as a non-active participant (observer) for the following workshop(s)

Computer Music Composition

Solo Performance Interpretation

Documents to be provided

Photocopy of a legal ID

Curriculum vitae (active participants only)

Cover letter

Personal Details

Last Name

First Name

Date of Birth Nationality

Address

Town Postcode

Country

Telephone Mobile

E-mail

Occupation

Languages

1 2

Application Deadlines

Active participants: 

31 DECEMBER 2007
(applications postmarked after this date may
not be accepted)

Non-active participants: 

31 JANUARY 2008
(applications postmarked after this date may
not be accepted)

On receipt of application form,
confirmation of your place and details
of payment procedure will be sent

Please complete and return this
form to:

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
Ircam Application
City Halls
Candleriggs
Glasgow G1 1NQ
Scotland

*It is a condition of entry to the workshops
that participants agree to take part in and
allow the BBC to broadcast on its radio, television
or internet services any performance, composition,
interview or discussion related to the workshops
without payment or limitation of use.

For further information or guidance on the
application procedure, please E-mail
Jennifer Martin, Learning Manager at:
ssolearning@bbcsso.co.uk



TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE
Software
Uninitiated: has never used this software before
Beginner: has already used this software to a limited extent
Intermediate: able to work independently with this software
Advanced: highly experienced in using this software

Other software, computer platforms or procedural languages

Software/level Uninitiated Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Software/level Uninitiated Beginner Intermediate Advanced

OpenMusic

AudioSculpt

Modalys

Diphone

Max

Max/MSP

Le SPAT

ProTools

Jitter

FTM

Sequencer MIDI

Macintosh Use

Procedural

Languages Java
Javascript C

General Knowledge

Software/level Uninitiated Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Computer-assisted
composition*

Sound processing

Sound synthesis

Real-time music

*also known as algorithmic composition*also known as algorithmic composition

Name: Signature:

(to be completed by all applicants for active participation in the Computer Music Workshop)



BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
City Halls
Candleriggs
Glasgow G1 1NQ
Scotland

bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

Ircam
1, Place Igor Stravinsky
75004 Paris
France

www.ircam.fr


